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Againſt the 


B IL 


; For Repealing the 


\ Triennial- - Act, &c. 


HAT he was ſep to 
trouble the Houſe upon 
this Occafion, but he 

ould not fit ſtill and ſee any 
Thing offered there, which he 
N B thought 


1 
5 £ * * 


\ 


We. 
A 
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with only giving his Negative 
to it; that he ſhould endeavour 


N 
K 
+ 

ws 


thought would be a Breach of 
our Conſtitution, an Infringe- 

ment upon the 7 of the 
People, and the Privileges of 
the Houſe, and content himſelf % 


to confine what he had to ſay 
to the Bill, and the Conſe- 
quences which he thought it 
was likely to produce, and 
hoped nothing which he ſhould L 
ſay out of a Zeal for his Coun- k 
try would be imputed as any 


— 


Note, Mr. M-----x ſaid it was the ſame 
Spirit that had raiſed this Rebellion, that now 


oppoſed this Bill. 
Refle- a 
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SP, 


Reflexion, or Proceeding from 


4. 
* 


a Spirit of Rebellion. 1ſt, If 


i of the Bill, and whence it came; 
| that it was a Bill ſent from the 
Lords, which relates entirely to 
their Election of the Commons 
>, of Great Britain, which, by the 
it tanding Orders of the Houle, 
1d 2 have declared they ought 
14 not to intermeddle with; and 
n- that the doing it in any particu— 
iy lar Election, is an High In- 
2 fringement of the Liberties of 
Fn * Commons. 

* And here was a Bill ſent 
le- them from the Lords for the 


1 , 
q B 2 Nomt- 


«7 


Hoy 
2 | 


the People, the Commons of 9 


(4) ; 
Nomination of the whole Houſe x 
of Commons ; for continuing this h 
Parliament which was choſe but g 


for three Years, for four Years y 
longer, without the Conſent of t 


_ Undoubted Right it is to chuſe 
them; which, if it ſhould pats, | 


Great Britain, whole Only and a 
0 


would, in effect, be allowing the F 
Lords to chuſe Members for the 
next four Years for every Place 8 
in Great Britain ; that they had 1 
indeed ſent it to them for their 
Approbation, which he took to 4 
be no more than it would be in & 
the Caſe of an Election, a Com- # 

pliment 2 


* 
. * 4 
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ſe pliment only to ask them if they'd 
is and or not, which was no ſort 
ut of Juſtification of that Right 
Irs Which has been always declared 
of be ſolely lodge in the Breaſt 
of A the Commons; and as by the 
id Banding Orders of the Houle, 


5 


ſe ey have declared that no Peer 
5, gught to meddle in their Ele- 
e E ions; fo when any Thing of 
E That kind had been attempted by 
c "the Lords, it had always been 


| Fejected, * and what no Houſe 


IT 
—__T 


* Veneris 22 dic Decemhris, 1603. The 
ll ſent from the Lords far the frequent 
Ling and Aectins of Pu aments was re- 


— 


ecke d. 


of 


( 4 
of Commons would ever yy 
ſuffer. ' 

And though he heard that i% 
was aſſerted the other Day, that 
the Triennial- Bill had its Riſe inf 
the Houſe of Lords, that wa 
a Miſtake, for that by heill 
Journals it appears, that it be! 
gan in the Houſe of Commons; 
that Mr. f Harley brought it ing 
and that Colonel * Granville car. % 


ryd it to the Lords, which they 
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ha. 
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＋ Jovis 22 Die Novembris, 1694. 
* Jovis 13 Die Decembris. 7 
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paſſed 1 
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1 ( 7) 
paſſed without Amendment; * ſo 
5 f th at they did not then ſo much as 
tempt to make any Alteration 
a Bill which only concerned 
e Elections of the Commons; 
d if the Bill paſſed as it came 
Fom the Lords, the Moment it 
wing ok place the Conſtitution was 
e geſtroyed; and they were no lon- 
" er a Parliament of Great Britain 
„ hole by the People, but a Con- 
1 Y ention of a Number of People 


Jominated by the Lords, and 
0 0 hoſe by the and migh 


he 4 


it 1 
tha 
e ing 
way 


es 


TY * Martis 18 Die Decembris. A 1 
fage from the Lords, that they had agreed 
ts the Bill without Amendment. 


be 


(8) : 
be truly ſaid to be the Repreſen 
tatives of the Miniſtry, and no 
the People, and to fit there mon 
for their Security and Preſervai 
tion, than that of their Coun 
try. q 
But if there was no Regard tl 
be had to the Liberties and Privi 
leges of the Commons, yet ha» 
was amazed to think that any 
Man who was a Friend to the 
preſent Government could be for q 
this Bill, which muſt create it ( [ 
many ſbwies ; a Bill which di- 1 
realy imply'd, that the People 
of England were not to be truſted, * 
and that the Intereſt of the Go- 

veromend 


C9) 
vernment and the People are in- 
conſiſtent; that he hoped they 
were not, that they never were 
Mthought ſo before; for as the 
1ws of the Land and Affecti- 
ns of the People were the beſt 


9 


| UBSccurity to the Government, ſo 


izt was the Intereſt of the Govern- 
w ent to maintain and ſupport 

an hoſe Laws; and whoever advi- 
thy Jed thoſe Meaſures which might 
feprive them of the one, or de- 

i roying of the other, did at the 
di- Tame time weaken and under- 
ple mine the Government itſelf; and 
ed) therefore he could no ways re- 


20 Toncile it, how any Man could 
ent] | '$ be 


ſen 
ne 
107 


dun 


(10) 


be for deſtroying the one, but 
with this View, that he might 
the more eaſily overturn the other, [ 
and could compare it to nothing 
but as if a Man in a ſtrong Gar- 
riſon ſhould ſurrender and give 
up all his Fortifications, under 
pretence of the better Denon 


. 5 
. 
6+ 
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the Town. N 


But he was willing to hope, 
that ſome who might be for hi 
Bill might not do it with that 
Deſign, but was afraid it would 
produce theſe. Effects; for that? 

it was a known Maxim, tha 

when any Government was te 
be ſupplanted, the firſt Step wa "1 


| 
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4 (1 3 
but to leſſen them in the Opinion 
ght of the People; and then the 
er, Way was eaſy: And what was 
ng ſo likely to do it, as the Paſſing 


ar- oy 
ive 
_ 


Ithis Bill, under Pretence of Se- 
curing the Government? Which 
vas directly telling the People, 
hat the Rights of the one can- 
4 ot any ways ſo well be ſup- 
Pei Ported, as by deſtroy ing the Li- 
perties of the other. And when 
7 Þy theſe Methods they had de- 
ai "iv d his Majeſty of the Aﬀe- 
1% ktions of the Pebple, the beſt 
- Security againſt an inſulting Fa- 
Ftion, how eaſy would it be for 
C n ambitzous Set of People, with 
un Army to ſupport them, to 
F C 2 {et 


(12 
ſet up for themſelves, and what | 
Refuge could that Government ( 
have to fly to? For every one | 
knew how natural a Principle | 
Self- Preſervation was, and he 
was afraid that then they would 
have little Regard to that Govern- j 
ment, whole Safety (they were g 
poſſeſs d of by ſuch Proceedings as & 
thele) conſiſted in their Deſtru- | 
ction; and how reaſonable was li 


it to believe, that thoſe who had g 
once betray'd their Truſt would hi 


not fail to do it again, when- @ 
ever they had an Opportunity, h 
and it ſuited their Ambition and 
Intereſt ? ſo that the Bill ſeemed ch 
to be calculated not only for the 


Deſtru- 


[49 3 
nat Heſtruction of that Part of the 
ent Qonſtitution, the frequent Choo- 


ne ff pg of Parliaments, but the en- 


re Deſtruction of the Whole. 
As to that of preventing Ex- 
nces in Elections, he believ d 
2 was very fond of either 
re | ge e Expence or Trouble of Ele- 
as & ons; nor could he think any 
'u- Wan fo deſirous of being in Par- 
48 li — as to purchaſe it at ſo 
ad far a rate as the Betraying of 
1d þ js Truſt, and the Ruin of the 
-n- ¶nſtitution; that this would 
ty, be ſelling their Country for a 
nd Mace in the Houſe, and pur- 
ed C hai ing a Seat there at the Ex- 
he | pence 
u- 


ple 
he 
2 


— TIDE 


(14) 


pence of the Birth- right of the. 


People that ſent them. 


Nay, that by our Conſtitution 


they had no Power to make ſuch 
a Law; for though they might 
have Power to make a Law 
how long a Parliament ſhall be 
choſe for, yet they had none to 
chooſe them; that that was a 
Right ſolely veſted in the Peo- 
ple, and made Part of our Con- 
ſtitution ; and that they had no 
more Power to make a Law to 
conſtitute themſelves, or to chooſe 
a Houſe of Commons without 
the Conſent of the People, than 
tney had to make a Law with- 
out the Conſent of the two 
other 


b 


; 
; 
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the 


ght 
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(15) 
other Parts of the Legiſlature ; 
that therefore the Depriving the 
jan People of that Right would be 
12 Violation of the Conſtitution, 


and an Invaſion of the Liberties 
of all the Commons of Great 


be Britain; 3 that 1t was aſſuming 4 


to 
8 4 
O0. 


Pomer where they had no Autho- 
rity; and, that if it ſhould paſs, 
it would be an Edict of the State 
rather than a Law which could any 
way bind the People ; and if a Law 
was null and void in itſelf, conſe- 
quently every thing that was built 
upon it : So that he thought he 
might truly ſay upon this Oc- 
caſion, what was faid with 
much leſs Reaſon upon ano- 

ther, 


"ther, tht this was to fap anc 


a ſhaken Foundation. In ſhort 


Is 16). 


undermine the Foundation © 
the Government, to remove the 
"Natural Bafis and Fundament: 
Strength of out Conſtitution 
2nd to leave it, underſet wit 
imaginary Props and Buttrefſes 
which do at beſt but ill ſuppo 


not to trouble them any longer 
that it was unhing: .ng the whole 
Frame of our Conftitution, anc 
opening a Door to all Sort of 


Conf uſion. 7 bo 
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